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EMMETT SCOTT HIGH SCHOOL COLLECTION 
 
I 
 
Provenance:  The Emmett Scott High School Collection was donated to the Louise Pettus Archives by Dr. Sylvia Berry of the 
Rock Hill School District on January 24, 2020. 
 
Linear feet of shelf space occupied: 9.25 linear feet 
Approximate number of pieces:  125 pieces, including 7 bound volumes 
 
Restrictions:  Open to researchers under the rules and regulations of the Louise Pettus Archives & Special Collections at 
Winthrop University. 
 
Literary Rights:  For information concerning literary rights please contact the Louise Pettus Archives & Special Collections at 
Winthrop University. 
 
Scope and Content Note: This collection consists of memorabilia, artifacts, and other material related to Emmett Scott 
High School that was collected by Dr. Sylvia Berry who worked for the Rock Hill School District. Emmett Scott opened in 
1920 as the first South Carolina school for blacks and was a segregated educational institution from 1920 until South Carolina 
Schools were desegregated in 1970. The material in this collections consists of yearbooks, photographs, commencement 
invitations and programs, graduation tassels, student handbook, football program, concert tickets, a class ring and a student 
pin, a program from the 50th anniversary celebration of the Class of 1946, football jerseys, a letterman sweater, a jacket, and 
other uniforms related to the school.  
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II 
 
HISTORICAL DATA 
 
 
EMMETT SCOTT HIGH SCHOOL 
 
 
 
 
1919 – Funding for Emmett Scott High School appropriated  
 
1920 – R.C. Burts named as superintendent to Emmett Scott High School  
 
1920 – Emmett Scott High School opened in South Carolina – First school for African Americans in South Carolina 
 
1920 – Frank H. Neal named first principal of Emmett Scott High School 
 
1923 – First graduating class of Emmett Scott High School – 11 Graduates 
 
1924 – L.B. Moore named second principal of Emmett Scott High School 
 
1934 – Emmett Scott High School accredited by the SC State Department – Allowed to issue first diplomas 
 
1934 – W.C. Sullivan named as superintendent to Emmett Scott High School 
 
1938 – Ralph W. McGuirt named third principal of Emmett Scott High School 
 
1959 – W.H. Witherspoon named fourth principal of Emmett Scott High School 
 
1966 – 195 in the graduating class of 1966 
 
1967 – G.C. Land named fifth principal of Emmett Scott High School 
 
1967 – Samuel Foster named sixth principal of Emmett Scott High School 
 
1970 – Final graduating class of Emmett Scott High School – African Americans integrated to other Rock Hill high schools 
 
1970 – Emmett Scott High School closed 
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III 
 
DESCRIPTION OF SERIES 
 
Box(es)  Folder(s) Series         Year(s) 
 
1 1 VARSITY LETTER CERTIFICATE      1938 
This collection includes an authorization certificate to wear the Varsity 
“S” for participation in Interscholastic Athletics in football for student 
Leroy Brown. 
 
1 2 DIPLOMA         1944 
This collection contains the diploma of Walter Roseboro, Jr. who 
graduated May 26, 1944. This diploma was donated for the collection 
by Mrs. Louise Roseboro. 
 
1 3 FOOTBALL PROGRAM       1959 
This collection includes a program from the October 22, 1959 football 
game between the Emmett Scott “Rattlers” and the Barr Street 
“Tigers”. This program was donated for the collection by Wade 
Witherspoon III. 
 
1 4 STUDENT HANDBOOKS       1965 
This collection includes two copies of the Emmett Scott High School 
student handbook from 1965. 
 
1 5 SENIOR COMMENCEMENT PROGRAMS    1967 
This collection contains four programs from the 1967 Commencement 
exercises for the weekend of June 2-5, 1967. These programs were 
donated to the collection by Ernestine Knightner. 
 
1 6 50TH REUNION OF CLASS OF 1946     1996 
This collection includes a program brochure for the 50th reunion of the 
Emmett Scott class of 1946. 
 
1 7 COLLECTION OF CYNTHIA BARBER FOSTER    1967 
This collection of items were donated by Cynthia Barber Foster, who 
graduated from Emmett Scott High School in 1967. Among these 
items are a report card from 1967, invitation for commencement 
exercises, and a book of senior memories. 
Emmett Scott High School Collection, Acc. 1729 
Manuscript Collection, Winthrop University Archives 
 
 5 
III 
 
DESCRIPTION OF SERIES 
 
Box(es)  Folder(s) Series         Year(s) 
 
1 8 NAME CARDS        nd 
This collection contains three name cards of Principal W.H. 
Witherspoon. These cards were used for scrapbooks and inserts to 
graduation announcements. 
 
1 9 BAND TICKETS        1967 
This collection contains tickets to the Musical Cavalcade which 
featured the Emmett Scott Twirlers, the Rattler Dance Band, and the 
Concert Band. There are three student tickets and four adult tickets 
with admission prices printed. 
 
1 -- SENIOR MEMORIES SCRAPBOOK     1967 
This collection includes a scrapbook of Cynthia Barber Foster’s senior 
year. 
 
1-2 -- THE RATTLER YEARBOOK      1952-1970 
This collection includes yearbooks from 1952, 1955, 1956, 1968, and 
1970. One of the copies of the 1956 Rattler was donated by John 
Kirkland, Class of 1964; the 1968 and 1970 Rattlers were donated by 
Mrs. Gladys Boulware, who was a staff member of Emmett Scott High 
School. 
 
3 10 LAMINATED PHOTOGRAPHS      1937, 1966, nd 
This collection consists of two laminated photographs, one of an entire 
student body, and one with four women who appear to be dressed for a 
fashion show. This collection also includes a laminated ticket to the 
Drama Club’s performance of Lillian Hellman’s The Little Foxes, a 
laminated article from the Rock Hill Evening Herald, and a laminated 
copy of the commencement exercises for the graduating class of 1937. 
 
4-13 -- ARTIFACTS         1963, 1965-1967, nd 
This collection includes memorabilia from Emmett Scott High School. 
*For list and locations of memorabilia with images, see Appendix I. 
**Box 4 is in Box 3. 
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IV 
 
APPENDIX I 
 
Box Number Artifact Year  
4 1 1963 Class Ring – Donated by Estelle Berry 1963 
 
4 2 Emmett Scott Pendant nd 
 
4 3 1965 Graduation Tassel 1965 
 
4 4 1967 Graduation Tassel 1967 
 
5 5 Varsity Letter Jacket – M.W. Miller embroidered nd 
 
5 6 Majorette Suit  nd 
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Box Number Artifact Year  
5 7 ESHS Sweater – Donated by Wade Witherspoon III nd 
 
5 8 ESHS Athletics Sweater – Donated by Tommy Blake 1966 
 
5 9 Gold Sleeveless Sweater nd 
 
5 10 #83 Athletics Jersey nd 
 
6 11 #84 Athletics Jersey nd 
 
6 12 #82 Athletics Jersey nd 
 
6 13 #12 Athletics Jersey  nd 
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Box Number Artifact Year  
6 14 #85 Athletics Jersey nd 
 
6 15 #10 Athletics Jersey  nd 
 
6 16 #64 Athletics Jersey nd 
 
6 17 #33 Athletics Jersey  nd 
 
6 18 #42 Athletics Jersey nd 
 
6 19 #80 Athletics Jersey nd 
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Box Number Artifact Year  
6 20 #81 Athletics Jersey nd 
 
7 21 Emmett Scott Warmup Jacket nd 
 
7 22 #73 Athletics Jersey nd 
 
7 23 #23 Athletics Jersey nd 
 
7 24 #21 Athletics Jersey nd 
 
7 25 #31 Athletics Jersey  nd 
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Box Number Artifact Year  
7 26 #24 Athletics Jersey nd 
 
7 27 #80 Athletics Jersey nd 
 
7 28 #24 Athletics Jersey nd 
 
7 29 #27 Athletics Jersey nd 
 
7 30 #12 Athletics Jersey nd 
 
7 31 #29 Athletics Jersey nd 
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Box Number Artifact Year  
8 32 #33 Athletics Jersey nd 
 
8 33 #49 Athletics Jersey nd 
 
8 34 #11 Athletics Jersey nd 
 
8 35 #21 Athletics Jersey nd 
 
8 36 #30 Athletics Jersey nd 
 
8 37 #85 Athletics Jersey nd 
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Box Number Artifact Year  
8 38 #11 Athletics Jersey nd 
 
8 39 #63 Athletics Jersey nd 
 
8 40 #22 Athletics Jersey nd 
 
8 41 #74 Athletics Jersey nd 
 
9 42 #41 Athletics Jersey nd 
 
9 43 #70 Athletics Jersey nd 
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Box Number Artifact Year  
9 44 #55 Athletics Jersey nd 
 
9 45 #44 Athletics Jersey nd 
 
9 46 #72 Athletics Jersey nd 
 
9 47 #62 Athletics Jersey nd 
 
9 48 #47 Athletics Jersey nd 
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Box Number Artifact Year  
9 49 #46 Athletics Jersey nd 
 
9 50 #31 Athletics Jersey nd 
 
9 51 #41 Athletics Jersey nd 
 
10 52 #30 Athletics Jersey nd 
 
10 53 #22 Athletics Jersey nd 
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Box Number Artifact Year  
10 54 #41 Athletics Jersey nd 
 
10 55 #20 Athletics Jersey nd 
 
10 56 #26 Athletics Jersey nd 
 
10 57 #43 Athletics Jersey nd 
 
10 58 #33 Athletics Jersey nd 
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Box Number Artifact Year  
10 59 #22 Athletics Jersey nd 
 
10 60 #80 Athletics Jersey nd 
 
10 61 #71 Athletics Jersey nd 
 
11 62 #39 Athletics Jersey nd 
 
11 63 #44 Athletics Jersey nd 
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Box Number Artifact Year  
11 64 #24 Athletics Jersey nd 
 
11 65 #50 Athletics Jersey nd 
 
11 66 #40 Athletics Jersey nd 
 
11 67 Warm-up pants nd 
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Box Number Artifact Year  
11 68 Football Pants  nd 
 
12 69 Green Leaf Garland nd  
13 70 Majorette Baton nd  
 
